
Freshmen,
Your Future Starts Here!

Welcome,
Class of 2020!

Imagine
your future!



Imagine
your future!
Welcome to high school! Graduation, college, and career 
may seem very far away, but now is actually the best time to 
make sure that you are on track to graduate with the class of 
2020!  Freshman year is an important building block in your 
high school career. Start off strong by setting goals, earning good 
grades, getting involved in your school and community, and 
connected to resources and mentors.  Your future begins now!

 Visit your high school’s career center, meet your career 
counselor, and start exploring your college and career 
interests by completing your Career Cruising Assessment, 
www.careercruising.com.

 Start keeping a folder or scrapbook of your best works to 
help you develop your resume. By the time you are a senior, 
it’s easy to forget some of the things you did as a freshman, 
so begin building your credentials now. This could include 
accomplishments, awards, recommendations, volunteer 
work and hours, and activities.

 Set SMART goals for success – SMART goals are Specific, 
Measurable, Attainable, Realistic, and Timely.  Write them 
down and post them where you can see them daily; share 
them with a friend, family member, or mentor so that they 
can support you.  Use the list below as a

 guide and add your own goals:

5 SMART Goals For Freshman To
Complete By June 2016:

1. Join at least one extra-curricular club or 
organization in your school or community.

2. Visit the career center and introduce yourself 
to the career counselor.

3. Introduce yourself to your guidance counselor. 

4. Volunteer at least 10 hours of service with 
an organization of interest. 

5. Attend at least one college or career fair, 
or visit one of the many two and four year 
colleges, universities, or technical schools in 
the Puget Sound area.  

Start off strong!
Grades Matter!
Starting with your freshman year courses, you will begin 
building your High School Transcript, the 4-year record 
of your classes and grades.  Your transcript will show your 
cumulative GPA (Grade Point Average) measured on 
a 4.0 scale. One of the most important steps you can take 
for your future is to maintain a strong GPA for all four years in 
challenging, college and career-ready courses. 

 Meet with your High School Counselor and make sure 
you are taking all of the courses that will meet graduation 
requirements. Get to know your counselor so that they can 
advocate for you and help you plan for your future. 

 Stay focused and organized in your classes.  Use a daily 
planner, calendar, or electronic organizer to plan ahead, keep 
track of assignments, and turn in all homework on time. 

 Check your grades online and keep your parents 
or guardians informed about your academic goals.  
They can support you by also checking online grades at the 
Tacoma Public Schools Home Access Center (www.tacoma.
k12.wa.us ) and attending your high school’s fall open house 
and parent-student conferences. 

Get Involved
and Connected!
Get involved in something you really care about, or that you 
want to learn more about.  Don’t be afraid to try something new!  
Participation in clubs, sports, and extra-curricular activities is 
an important part of building skills, exploring careers, finding 
friends, and developing your resume. It also connects you to 
mentors who can support you throughout your high school 
experience. Reach out and get connected! 

 Find a mentor who can support you.  Talk to your 
guidance or career counselor about the programs in your 
building, such as TRIO, College and Upward Bound, the HERO 
Program, Gear Up, AVID, and Achievers. All of these programs 
provide academic and college support for eligible students. 

 Take advantage of available resources at your high 
school for tutoring, homework help, college mentoring, 
internships, and library hours.  

 Start building relationships with teachers, coaches, 
advisors, and employers.  These mentors will help guide 
you and will be able to write strong reference letters for 
you in the future for college admission, scholarship, and 
employment applications.

TIP!  Did you know that the College Bound 
Scholarship provides tuition for two and four 
year colleges and technical schools? See your 
guidance or career counselor to find out if you 
are a College Bound Scholar!    

Your Future Starts Here!

For more information, visit

www.Plan4College.me

TIP!  Did you know that just by turning in all 
assignments on time, you could earn up to one 
whole letter grade better in each class? 


