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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
Early Support Encourages
Middle School Success
Sixth grade is an introduction to a new school, new 
schedule with six new teachers, and an increased 
academic workload. All these changes coupled with 
adolescence can make the sixth-grade year a challenge.

“Jump Start allows students to get the unknowns 
out of the way,” explains Jason Lee Middle School 
Principal Christine Brandt. Students are introduced 
to important information and academic skills. They 
meet classmates and teachers, learn how to find 
classrooms and navigate the cafeteria, and are 
exposed to study skills, organizational practices, and 
reading and writing strategies. 

“My favorite part is how a community of learners 
develops between the sixth-grade class and their 
seventh- and eighth-grade mentors,” notes Jason Lee 
science teacher Season Jackson. “By the end of the 
program our sixth graders are ready to walk in on the 
first day with the confidence and skills to be successful.”

Jason Lee’s community of support reaches from 
inside its walls to the surrounding community. Last 
year, students received extra support from parents, 
neighbors, and community members who created a 
welcoming line on the first day of school. 

KEY FINDINGS
Rates Rising, Gaps Closing 
Things are looking good for Tacoma sixth graders! Academically and socially, 
this can be such a challenging time for students as they get their bearings in 
a new school while becoming young adults and trying to keep up. But we’re 
seeing encouraging increases in achievement rates and decreases in gaps.

Overall, the achievement rate is up six points over 2014-15 and a full 15 points 
over the baseline of 77% in 2010-11. That represents a 20% increase over 
the 2010-11 baseline.

Sixth grade achievement is measured as the percentage of students passing all 
or all but one of their classes. All demographic groups – including students 
in poverty – are passing their classes this year, including Black students, who 
had had one year of decline the year before. 

Gaps are closing for all race and ethnic groups as compared to White students 
as well. And the gap has been cut by more than half – from 14% to 6% – for 
students in poverty since 2010-11. 

Anecdotally, there is 
some evidence to suggest 
that two TPS programs 
have influenced student 
connection and therefore 
achievement rates: The Jump 
Start program (see Spotlight, 
left) acclimates incoming 
sixth graders to their new 
school, and a focus on 
curbing suspensions and 
expulsions has likely helped 
to keep students connected 
and on track. (See page 38 
for more details).
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SIXTH GRADE ACHIEVEMENT
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AIMING HIGHER GOAL:  Increase the percentage of sixth 
graders who pass all, or all but one, of their classes.

CLOSING GAPS – SIXTH GRADE ACHIEVEMENT
Gaps as % difference – Students of color: White 
students. Poverty: Non-poverty.
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